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It is always sad to see one of your favorite book
dealers close up shop. That was the case with Jack
Freas, owner of Tamerlane Books, in Havertown,
Pennsylvania. He and his wife opened their
shop, specializing in rare books, illustrated books,
prints, and ephemera, in 1977. Jack worked with
Musselman Library over the years. He knew
our collecting scope and teaching mission. He
frequently unearthed hidden gems for us, often
securing library friends like alumnus Geoffrey
Jackson, Class of 1991, to help fund an item.
Books were part of Jack’s DNA. He loved the printed
page and the color illustration. Jack came from a
family of readers, where books and education were
important. As a child he enjoyed buying books and
would haunt neighborhood yard sales. He moved
on to antique shows, junk shops, and second-hand
bookstores in Philadelphia. He made relationships
with older book dealers, often arranging to pay
over time for a particularly sought after book. He
would sell his own books or trade for credit. When
scavenging in Philadelphia books shops he once
found books his grandfather had been forced to sell
during the Depression.
Jack was also a painter, illustrator, and professor of
fine arts and art history at the University of the Arts
in Philadelphia. However, it was no surprise that he
eventually returned to buying and selling books.
The Philadelphia suburbs were ripe for the trade
when Jack first established his business. There were
many libraries in private homes, some begun in
the eighteenth century and passed down through

generations. Eventually a family member would
decide to divest of their inherited volumes. Jack
was at the ready.
In his many years at Tamerlane Books Jack
developed friendships with other like-minded
bibliophiles. One was Bob DeMento. Bob was
in the wholesale food distribution business but
his passion was the arts. He collected paintings,
prints, books, and sculpture. He came to Jack for
a professional appraisal and they became fast
friends.
When Jack was ready to retire, he discovered
that there were no avid booksellers waiting in the
wings to buy his business. He sold as many of his
remaining books as he could. Bob bought the
rest, all 1,481 of them, then turned around and
donated them to Musselman Library in honor of
Geoffrey Jackson.
We have just finished unpacking and are starting
to catalog this incredible gift of nineteenth- and
early-twentieth-century treasures. We are
indebted to Jack Freas and Bob DeMento for their
generosity.
In this issue you will encounter other examples of
generosity. We are pleased to announce several
new endowments to support our internship
program.
You will read about Daun van Ee, who donated
more than 250 maps from his late wife’s
continued on page 23

Front Cover: Map of the United States Western Territories, 1853 [French] by
A.H. Dufour 1853 from the Patricia Molen van Ee Map Collection donated by
Daun van Ee.
Back Cover: Shelter Our Sky. Poster from an anti-Russian protest
demonstration in Berlin, 2022, donated by Douglas Harsha, Class of 2023.
2

LI B R A R Y

NEWS
ORIENTATION SOCIAL
Musselman Library hosted “Lemonade in the Library” during first- year orientation.
Fifty-seven first-year students dropped in and enjoyed a cool glass of lemonade
and the opportunity to chat with librarians and fellow students. This event gave
new students the chance to reduce any lingering library anxiety and get to know
the friendly staff. Musselman librarians also offer assignment-based information
literacy instruction for first year seminars.

TOURS AND MORE
Library hosted building tours for the student-body were offered at the start of the
fall semester. The 30-minute tours took place over the first two weeks of classes
to introduce students to our services, collections, spaces and staff. Participants
received a complimentary tote bag. The staff conducted 16 tours that included
over 170 students. Most attendees were first-year students, although a
number of sophomores, juniors, and seniors joined in, many of whom
missed the comprehensive overview during the “Covid years.” Students
shared their appreciation for the information and the tote bags in a
feedback survey.

RESEARCH 101
To help students acclimate to the rigors of academic research, the library held a series of Research 101
workshops this fall. The 30-minute workshop topics included: Getting Started with your Research, Citation
and Paraphrasing, Organizing your Research Process, and How to Read a Scholarly Article. Two of the workshops were held in the Office of Multicultural Engagement in order to reach
students from traditionally underserved
backgrounds.
Library peer research mentor Deidre
Sullivan helped promote Research 101
and other upcoming library events at
the campus-wide Fall Activities Fair held
on Stine Lake. Visitors to the library
table could pick up brochures and spin
the wheel for candy and prizes. They
also were able to take the library’s survey on textbook affordability.
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L IBRA R Y

NEWS
COMING OUT
Members of the library’s Diversity &
Inclusion Committee, Hannah Krauss and
Vanessa Sanjuan-Miranda, staffed the
library table at Gettysburg College’s first
National Coming Out Day Celebration.
LGBTQ+ themed books were available for
check out on the spot using a portable
scanner. Library staff also signed up
community patrons for library cards.

MUSIC IN THE LIBRARY
Notes at Noon, the library’s popular lunchtime concert series,
returned for the fall semester with a program entitled Solo
Winds. Sunderman Conservatory students, under the direction
of Dr. Sarah McIver, performed classical and contemporary
pieces on flute and clarinet.
McIver is a member of the Conservatory faculty and resident
artist with the Sunderman Wind Quintet. She also performs and
teaches in the Baltimore/Washington region on flute, piccolo and
baroque flute.

NOTES

at

NOON

Solo Winds

Featuring performances by Flute and Clarinet
students of the Sunderman Conservatory

Concert attendees bring their own lunch; Friends of Musselman
Library provide beverages and dessert.
Professor of Music, Jocelyn Swigger, headlines the Notes at
Noon spring lineup on January 27 with a recital showcasing
the library’s collection of piano music by women and other
underrepresented composers. This solo piano concert includes
music by Florence Price, Sophie Westenholz, Celeste Heckscher,
Mel Bonis, and Agnes Tyrrell.

October 24th, 2022 @ 12pm
Musselman Library, Main Level Apse
Gettysburg College

Mark your calendar for this and other spring concerts:
• Monday, Feb. 20: History of the Horn (Ken Bell and Brad Tatum)
• Monday, Feb. 27: Brahms and Mozart Horn Trio (Ken Bell, French horn,
Elly Toyoda, Violin, and Scott Crowne, piano)
• Monday April 17: Sunderman Wind Quintet
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Book Club Reads Braiding Sweetgrass
In summer 2022, Musselman
Library organized a campuswide book club open to all
students and employees.
Participants were invited
to read and partake in an
ongoing discussion of Braiding
Sweetgrass: Indigenous
Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge,
and the Teachings of Plants by
Robin Wall Kimmerer.
“We chose to read in
community in order to work
toward the commitment
of the College’s land
acknowledgment statement,
adopted in 2021, and as a meaningful action that
contributes to the anti-racist educational goals of
Gettysburg College,” explained Janelle Wertzberger,
Assistant Dean of the Library. They also read
together in preparation for Kimmerer’s campus visit
in September.
“Summer seemed like an ideal time to slowly absorb
Dr. Kimmerer’s voice,” said Wertzberger. “We met
five times from June through August, devoting an
hour to each section of the book. When weather
permitted, we met at Painted Turtle Farm on the
edge of campus.” The Farm features a successful
and newly expanded Three Sisters Garden.

In addition to organizing the discussion sessions,
the library made unlimited-use ebook and
e-audiobook licenses available to campus
members. Many book group members were able
to engage directly with Dr. Kimmerer during a
special conversation before her public lecture. In
October, a land dedication ceremony featuring
the planting of the Peace Tree (Eastern white
pine) was held on the Old Quad. Kimmerer’s
lecture and this ceremony were organized by
the Land Acknowledgement Committee and
Center for Public Service, with support from other
campus groups including Friends of Musselman
Library.

About the book: Drawing on her life as an indigenous scientist, a mother, and a woman, Kimmerer
shows how other living beings—asters and goldenrod, strawberries and squash, salamanders, algae,
and sweetgrass—offer us gifts and lessons, even if we’ve forgotten how to hear their voices. In a rich
braid of reflections that range from the creation of Turtle Island to the forces that threaten its flourishing today, she circles toward a central argument: that the awakening of a wider ecological consciousness requires the acknowledgment and celebration of our reciprocal relationship with the rest of the
living world. For only when we can hear the languages of other beings will we be capable of understanding the generosity of the earth and learn to give our own gifts in return.
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NEW INTERNSHIPS
Conservation and Exhibition
The library is pleased to announce our first Tricia
Smelter ’71 Special Collections Intern, Emma L.
Wylam, Class of 2024. Wylan is a double major in
history and studio art with a minor in public history
from Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.
She has worked as a student assistant in the
library’s conservation program since October 2021,
where she learned about book and book binding
history. In addition, Wylam has constructed her
own book from scratch, cleaned and repaired a
fragile volume from the 1830s, flattened and encapsulated seventeenth- and eighteenth-century maps,
and assisted with bookmaking workshops.
Smelter, a mathematics major at the College, has always had passion for history. She has been involved
with the Fredericksburg (VA) Area Museum and Colonial Williamsburg. Her gift establishes a two-semester
internship in Special Collections focusing on conservation and exhibition work.
Wylam is looking forward to expanding her skills through this internship. She will be working with
College Archivist Amy Lucadamo to gain experience in archival processing as well as exploring archives
promotional possibilities. She will have the opportunity to create an exhibit, and be involved in all stages,
from planning and research to label writing and installation.
Upon graduation, Wylam’s goal is to work in public history in some capacity. Thanks to Tricia Smelter’s
generosity, that goal is well within reach.

American History Research
Priscilla Bruce Roberts of Arlington, Virginia, recently established a
library endowment in honor of her late husband, Major General J.
Milnor Roberts. Roberts was a World War II Army combat veteran
who participated in the D-Day invasion of Normandy and fought at
the Battle of the Bulge.
Mrs. Roberts sought to pay tribute to her husband’s service
with an internship focused on research with primary sources.
The Roberts Intern will draw from the extensive resources in
the College’s Special Collections and Archives to examine and
interpret American history sources and present original research.
The intern will also have the opportunity to participate in the
library’s digital scholarship program. She presented a check to
Robin Wagner, Dean of the Library, at the Eisenhower Society
annual meeting in October.
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Japan Club Explores Special Collections
Covid took its toll on study abroad these past two years, particularly travel
to Asian countries. Many of our juniors and seniors were unable to study
in Japan as planned. To ease the loss, the library brought Japan to
them, welcoming 17 members of the Japan Club to the
Special Collections Reading Room.
Spread across the tables was an array
of Japanese textiles, ceramics, cloisonné,
and articles along with photographs,
rare books, maps, games, and baseball
related items.
Of particular interest were the library’s
wood block prints, samurai textiles, Meijiera photographs, and publications from the
Japanese Baseball Hall of Fame.
Students gravitated to the game table with
two examples of sugoroku board games, one
highlighting the 53 stations of the Tokaido Road,
and the other showing tourist sites in Tokyo in the
1930s.
The students were also intrigued by our complete illustrated set of Ogura Hyakunin Isshu poetry game
cards (above). This centuries old game is based on an anthology of one hundred poems by one hundred
different poets. The object of the game is to listen to the poem being read and be able to grab the card
with the first two lines of that poem. The person who collects the most cards wins.

Pages from the library’s 1902 reprint of Fukushoku Zukai illustrating Samurai dress codes during the Edo period in Japan.
These drawings by artist Yawata Hyakuri were originally published in 1816.
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LC Frenzy
In October Musselman Library
presentedits first ever “LC
Frenzy” event, designed to
teach students skills while
having fun. Part workshop,
part competitive sport,
students registered as teams
to show off their shelf-reading
and retrieval skills. Current
peer research mentor and
former Holley Intern, Deirdre
Sullivan, created the activity.
The frenzy began after the
library closed on Friday night.
Attendees enjoyed pizza while
listening to Sullivan explain
the Library of Congress (LC)
call number system. After some
practice with putting books
in the right shelf order, the
students entered a competitive
race to find particular books in the stacks.

Peer Research Mentors from left to right:
Riya Ou ’23, Sarah MacDonald ’24,
Kathryn Hopsicker ’24, Deirdre Sullivan ’23,
and Ethan Wilt ’23.

With the assistance of Sullivan, other peer
mentors, and librarians, the students worked in
teams to be the first to find all the books on their
list, using their new knowledge of the library’s
shelving system.
The library is grateful to Sarah Blumig, Class of
2010, who provided the funding for this event
as well as other library outreach initiatives. She
shared that she supports the library because “its
services impact every single student while they
are on campus.” Sarah majored in English and
currently serves as Director of Leadership Annual
Giving at Duke Cancer Institute.

Winning team
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LI B R A R Y

EXHIBITS
Through June 2023

Cosmic Creations Looking Up:
Lithographs of Paul Van Hoeydonck
A new exhibit in the library’s Stair Tower Gallery features
the 1982 color lithographs of Belgian sculptor, painter,
and printmaker Paul Van Hoeydonck. Born in Antwerp in
1925, he was fascinated by the vastness of space and the
possibilities of space travel.
Van Hoeydonck is best known for his aluminum sculpture
Fallen Astronaut, which was placed on the moon by the
Apollo 15 crew in 1971 to commemorate the astronauts
and cosmonauts who died in the advancement of space
exploration.
The framed prints on display in the stair tower are
reproductions of the College’s original numbered
lithographs that were donated by Lawrence and Pamela Rosenberg, former adjunct professors of
sociology at the College. Pictured here is Pamela’s Dream and Red Roses (60/150).

Light and Shadow: American Women
Behind the Lens 1850-2020
Twelve American women photographers are the focus of a
new exhibit on the library’s main level. Their lives and work
span the nineteenth through the twenty-first centuries. We
asked Lisa McNamee, a member of the library’s Exhibits
Committee, to tell us about Matika Wilbur, her favorite
photographer in this exhibition.
Wilbur is a member of the Swinomish and Tulalip peoples
of coastal Washington. As a teacher, she was frustrated
with the traditional “leathered and feathered” portrayal of
Native Americans in the K-12 curricula. In 2012, she sold all
Wilbur’s photograph of Mary Evelyn Belgarde, from
her belongings, packed an RV, and launched Project 562, an
the Pueblo of Isleta and Ohkay Owingeh [2014].
initiative to photograph and collect stories of Native Americans
from each of the 562 federally recognized tribes in the United States. She crisscrossed all 50 states to
create a repository of images and oral histories that accurately portray contemporary Native Americans.
Wilber writes that she hopes to establish a body of imagery and cultural representations of Native
Peoples “to counteract the relentlessly insipid, one-dimensional stereotypes circulating in mainstream
media, historical textbooks, and the culture industry.”
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FOCUS ON PHILANTHROPY:
Kennedy Family Endowment
The library is pleased to announce
the Kennedy Family Endowment for
Special Collections, dedicated to the
preservation, creation, description, and
presentation of digital materials. Alumni
couple Norman ‘68 and Suzanne ’70
Kennedy established the fund after
spending a semester “in residence”
at the College, taking courses and
researching in the library.
The Kennedys are longtime participants
in the summer Civil War Institute
program and have always enjoyed their
time on campus. In the fall of 2014
they made a bold move. They rented a
house in town and moved to Gettysburg for three
and a half months, auditing courses in Civil War Era
Studies. They did all the readings, wrote papers,
and gave class presentations.
“We hadn’t been in class at Gettysburg for almost
half a century,” said Suzanne, musing that the last
time they wrote papers it involved a typewriter,
carbon paper, and a ruler to measure the space
for footnotes. The library staff was helpful and the
Kennedys appreciated the support.
They also were impressed with the expertise of
Special Collections staff and the primary resources
at their disposal. After this experience, the
Kennedys said they felt compelled to support the
library’s efforts to maintain and share the collections
with the campus and a wider audience.
While they hadn’t been in a classroom for many
years, the Kennedys were no strangers to libraries.
As a student, Suzanne worked at Schmucker Library
under Anna Jane Moyer and Lillian Smoke. She
went on to a career in government service for the
state of Ohio.
Daughter Anne, Class of 2005, was a Fortenbaugh
Intern at Musselman Library. After Gettysburg
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she earned a masters of library science and
information technology, and now serves as a
librarian with the State Library of Ohio, managing
their digital media resources. Norm has had a
long and productive career as a CPA, accountant,
and commercial banker.
At the core of their philanthropy is the family’s
deep appreciation for the education they
received at Gettysburg College. “The study of
liberal arts emphasized being open to new
possibilities and continuous learning,” said
Suzanne. This is something she has carried with
her throughout her life.
She also reflected on her study abroad
experience in Spain, which was uncommon in
the 1960s. “It gave me an appreciation of the
wider world, expanded my understanding of
our country’s place in that landscape, and gave
me the confidence to reach out.” Thanks to the
Kennedy Family Endowment, the library will be
able to enrich our community of lifelong learners
by making many unique collections open and
accessible to all in the digital environment.

GettDigital: Whitney Family Civil War Letters
Edson Whitney, Class of 1970, had
a retirement project in mind. He
had a packet of about 50 Civil War
era letters that his second greatgranduncle, Hiram (Harry) Reed
Whitney, wrote to his younger
brother (and Edson’s second greatgrandfather), Mariner B. Whitney.
Hiram was born in 1830, enlisted in
the army at the age of 32, and fought
with the 132nd Regiment, New York
Infantry, Company F.
Hiram was stationed in South Carolina, where he
penned most of the letters. Whitney had planned to
transcribe and translate the letters once he retired,
however they proved difficult to decipher. During his
50th makeup reunion in June 2022, Whitney donated
the Whitney Family Civil War Letters to Special
Collections.
The timing was perfect for Danielle Russell, Class
of 2025. As a history major and Civil War studies
and public history minor, Russell had just accepted
a summer internship through the Civil War
Institute’s Brian C. Pohanka Internship Program. Her

Danielle Russell displays a letter and envelope
chosen for GettDigital. Cover enlargement above.

placement was in Special Collections; she jumped
at the opportunity to read and transcribe Hiram
Whitney’s letters. She found them to be moving
examples of the emotional impact of the Civil
War.
Two of the letters from the Whitney Family
Collection with full transcriptions are available
online through GettDigital with plans eventually
to add others. A copy of Russell’s guide to the
letters is available on the Cupola, the library’s
institutional repository, at https://cupola.
gettysburg.edu/findingaidsall/223/

Edson Whiney (left) shows Prof. Michael Birkner
(right) Hiram Whitney’s letters.
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LIB R A R Y

BOOKSHELF
Acquisitions Funds at Work
By Beth Carmichael, Acquisitions and Cataloging Assistant
In addition to Musselman Library’s primary budget for books, donors also help our collection grow. Endowment
funds and donor gifts bolster our shelves in many disciplines, supporting both the curriculum and lifelong
learning. Here are a few recent acquisitions purchased with named endowment funds that we thought you might
enjoy reading.
Edward J. Baskerville Memorial Fund for Browsing Room titles
Moonlight and the Pearler’s Daughter by Lizzie Pook
This atmospheric mystery by Lizzie Pook is set in Western Australia, 1886, where
the Brightman family has settled into a new home that promises great fortune.
While searching to solve the disappearance of her father ten years later, Eliza
finds herself immersed in the captivating yet gritty world of the pearling industry.
Other recent Baskerville Fund purchases for contemporary fiction include Nuclear
Family by Joseph Han; The Women Could Fly by Megan Giddings and Harry Sylvester
Bird by Chinelo Okparanta.
Joseph A. Biernat Jr. ‘75 Fund for Environmental Studies
The Day the World Stops Shopping: How Ending Consumerism Save the
Environment and Ourselves by J.B. Mackinnon
We’re all familiar with recycling our glass jars and bottles to minimize our impact
on the environment, but did you know that our high levels of consumption of ALL
items (especially those that cannot be so readily recycled) contribute to carbon
emissions? MacKinnon explores how we can reduce, or even stop shopping
altogether. In the process, he discovers how living with less could change not just
our planet, but also our lives, for the better.
Additional Beirnat Fund titles with an environmental focus include Water: A
Biography by Giulio Boccaletti and The American Chestnut: An Environmental History
by Donald Edward Davis.
Susan Abercrombie Biernat ‘77 and Joseph A. Biernat Jr. ‘75 			
Fund for Art, Music, and Theatre
Mirror and the Palette: Rebellion, Revolution and Resilience: Five Hundred Years
of Women’s Self Portraits by Jennifer Higgie
Stories of Frida Kahlo, Suzanne Valadon, Lois Mailou Jones, and other women
painters weave through this exploration of five centuries of women’s art. Higgie
pulls biography and cultural history into a narrative about female creativity and
the search for identity through the act of self-portraiture.
Other recent Biernat Arts purchases include A Civil Rights Journey by Doris Derby
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(on display with the library’s current photography exhibit, Light and Shadow:
American Women Behind the Lens, 1850-2020) and Gilded Page: The Secret Lives of
Medieval Manuscripts by Mary Wellesley.
Stephen J. Nelson ‘69 and Janet Cooper Nelson Endowment in Honor of
Professor Lou Hammann ‘51
When Sorrow Comes: The Power of Sermons from Pearl Harbor to Black Lives
Matter / Melissa M. Matthes
Matthes examines sermons in the wake of national tragedies and their impact
on the balance of state power and divine authority. As people seek solace from
churches, she notes, sermons that provide consolation become documents of
political concerns that address national identity and become part of our historical
memory. Matthes studies this by exploring sermons and speeches that followed
Pearl Harbor, the assignations of JFK and RFK, the Rodney King verdict, the
Oklahoma City bombing, and the Newtown shootings, and other crises.
Recent purchases from the Nelson Endowment include A Brief Eternity: The
Philosophy of Longevity by Pascal Bruckner; The Souls of Womenfolk: The Religious
Cultures of Enslaved Women in the Lower South by Alexis Wells-Oghoghomeh;
and A Prophet Has Appeared: The Rise of Islam though Christian and Jewish Eyes by
Stephen J. Shoemaker.
Stephen H. Warner Class of 1968 Memorial Fund
Daughters of the Flower Fragrant Garden: Two Sisters Separated by China’s Civil
War by Zhuqing Li
When the Chinese Civil War concluded in 1949, sisters Jun and Hong found
themselves separated in Taiwan and China, respectively, where they eventually
forged new lives and established families in lands that were hostile rivals. This
personal account, told by Jun and Hong’s niece, Zhuqing Li, sheds light on the
very personal consequences these sisters faced in twentieth-century China in the
midst of political turmoil and exile.
Additional titles purchased with the Stephen H. Warner Fund—focused on Asian
studies, peace studies, and conflict resolution—include House of Sticks: A Memoir
by Lyn Tran; and Returning Southeast Asia’s Past: Objects, Museums, and Restitution
edited by Lousie Tythacott and Panggah Ardiyansyah.
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Library Acquires Artwork
Beloved English professor
Mary Margaret Stewart
passed away in October
2021, leaving her sizeable
art collection to the College.
Library and gallery staff
recently packed and moved
187 two-dimensional works,
23 pieces of sculpture, and
assorted ceramic works.
Stewart was an avid
collector of art created by
living artists working in a
variety of media. Although
her focus was on artists in
the Gettysburg area, she
also acquired pieces while travelling.
Museum Director Shannon Egan added Stewart’s
museum-quality paintings and sculpture to
the College’s Fine Arts Collection. Regional and
decorative pieces will become part of the library’s
holdings. The library plans to exhibit many of
these works at the Majestic Theatre Gallery during
Reunion Weekend 2023.
In addition, Stewart’s friends, former students,
and colleagues have donated $13,300 to establish
an endowment for the acquisition of books and
primary resources by and about women. The library
cannot access these funds until we reach a $25,000
fundraising goal.

Untitled, oil pastel, by Gettysburg artist Nanette Hatzes

Please consider a gift to the Mary Margaret Stewart
Library Endowment.

You may contribute by check (enclosed insert) or online by scanning the QR code,
or by following these steps:
1. Go to the library home page at www.gettysburg.edu/musselman-library
2. Select ABOUT (in the left hand box)
3. Select Giving>Acquisitions Funds>Stewart Fund
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GIFT OF ART

By Shannon Egan, Director of the Schmucker Art Gallery
I could always count on Mary Margaret Stewart
attending every lecture and reception in Schmucker
Art Gallery. I would watch her engaging visiting
artists, scholars, and students with astute questions
and warm, insightful conversation. She had an
extraordinary eye for art and an open-mindedness
toward the gallery exhibitions. From her earliest
years as a young professor, and even with a modest
budget, Mary Margaret made buying and collecting
art a priority. She collected widely, supporting both
local and emerging artists, as well as acquiring works
by more prominent artists whose subjects, styles,
and historical periods intersected interestingly with
Mary Margaret’s own literary and scholarly
interests.

had never noticed before, I am comforted by
the knowledge that generations of Gettysburg
College students will still know her through her
love of art. She modeled the interdisciplinary
connections we encourage at Gettysburg College
and a lifelong, sincere enthusiasm for always
looking and learning.
Link to the Recent Acquisitions exhibition
catalogue:
https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/artcatalogs/25/

For example, among the approximately
70 works that Mary Margaret donated to
Gettysburg College’s Fine Arts Collection
are an extraordinary number of prints by
renowned twentieth-century artist Leonard
Baskin, who collaborated with writers
and poets including Ted Hughes, Sylvia
Plath, and James Baldwin, among others.
Mary Margaret also sought out notable
eighteenth-century prints by English artists
William Hogarth and George Graves and
English botanist William Curtis.
In 2017 we were delighted to honor Mary
Margaret and acknowledge her generosity
with three prints gifted to the College by
artists Raphael Soyer, Marion Greenwood,
and William Hogarth. These prints were
the subject of in-depth student research
and are on display in the exhibition Recent
Acquisitions, 2007-2017: Selections from the
Gettysburg Fine Arts Collection.
Although I miss how Mary Margaret would
gently pull me over to a painting in the
gallery and draw my attention to a detail I

Raphael Soyer (Russian-born American, 1899-1987), Reflection, 1962,
lithograph. Gift of Mary Margaret Stewart
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TEAM BUILDING:
Robots, Catapults and Family Feud
a colleague I hadn’t met before.”
Later in the semester, on a Friday night after
the library officially closed, student employees
gathered for a rousing game of “Library Family
Feud.” Like the television show, players were
surveyed in advance.
Then they had to guess how their colleagues
answered questions such as: What is the most
common question at the Research Help Desk?
What is the top reason you might be late for your
shift (see below)? What kind of wildlife (critters,
not parties) can be found in the library?
Josh Wagner looks on as Jackie Piña Perez, ’24
and Kayla Cruz, ’24 work as a team to build a catapult using
only the materials found in the box.

The library is a popular place to work, employing
between 45 and 50 students each semester.
Department heads strive to create an environment
of camaraderie and fellowship and foster a sense
of belonging among their student assistants and
interns. The User Services Department undertook
two successful team-building activities this semester,
including a field trip and “quiz show.”
Student employees had the opportunity to visit
the Innovation and Creativity Lab, a campus
makerspace, where they worked in
pairs to complete a project using simple
materials and hand tools. One group
built a robot, another a catapult, and
a third group crafted a mousetrappowered vehicle.
Lab manager Josh Wagner demonstrated
how to use the 3D printer, vinyl and
laser cutters, and the virtual reality
headset. “I didn’t even know this space
was on campus,” said Victoria Ramsay ’23,
adding, “I especially enjoyed working with
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“I had so much fun!” said Saheedah Yusuf, ’25. “It
also helped me get to know some of the other
people who work in the library. I found out my
RA [resident advisor] works here too! And I
learned about some of the paid internships in
different departments of the library.”
After the game, students chatted and ate pizza,
getting to know each other and swapping library
stories. “Providing opportunities to connect with
their colleagues and supervisors informally after
hours helps us retain student employees,” said
User Services librarian Betsy Bein. “We want
our student staff to feel comfortable and fully
themselves in the library.”

INTERNSHIP MAKEOVER
Longtime readers will recall that the
Holley Intern was a full-time, one-year
staff position with benefits, targeted
to recent college graduates. The base
wage is supplemented with funds
from an endowment established by
Barbara Holley, Class of 1954.
Due to the financial uncertainty
associated with the pandemic,
this staff position was eliminated.
Librarians responded by redesigning
the internship as a career exploration
for undergraduate students, which is
entirely supported by the endowment.
The “new Holley” is a cohort
experience for 3-4 students
participating at the same time.
Students work 6-8 hours per week
for one semester, and they rotate
through all five departments of
Musselman Library. A full description of the internship is available on our website.
Our inaugural cohort in spring 2022 included four students who chose a range of projects anchored in
different parts of the library:
Mirabelle Cohen ’22 processed the manuscript collection MS-284: Peter Stitt Papers, Professor Emeritus
and Founding Editor of the Gettysburg Review. The collection contains materials donated by Stitt which
illustrate his review process for journals, such as the Georgia Review, including various poetry books with
Stitt’s handwritten notes.
Deirdre Sullivan ’23 designed “LC Frenzy,” a group activity for students to learn about the Library of
Congress call number system. See story page 8.
Theodore Szpakowski ’25 created a book exhibit and accompanying website that highlights disabled
voices. The book display was installed in summer 2022 and will remain available on the main level during
the 2022-23 academic year. For the website go to https://libguides.gettysburg.edu/diversity/disabledvoices
Vy Tran ’25 (above) repaired a nineteenth century edition of The Romance of the Forest by Ann Radcliffe,
which included reattaching the front cover and spine, repairing pages, recovering pages from beneath a
book plate, and removing glue residue.
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RAPID RESPONSE COLLECTING IN BERLIN
February 26-March 13, 2022
As a history major and student
assistant in Special Collections,
Harsha knew that Musselman
Library collected war and
propaganda posters from different
eras. He also recalled the library’s
significant collections of anti-war
documents and memorabilia from
the 1960s. Convinced that he was
witnessing contemporary history
being made in Berlin, Harsha
began assembling a new collection
for the library by picking up the
discarded homemade posters
found after each protest event.
Reactions to the Russian invasion of Ukraine on
February 24, 2022, were immediate and impassioned.
Berlin saw spontaneous demonstrations develop
around the Brandenburg Gate, in front of the Russian
embassy, and at other locations in the city. As the
invasion progressed, these demonstrations grew and
became more organized, as popular outrage mixed
with the efforts of activist groups to both support
the defending Ukrainians and condemn the Russian
aggression. —Douglas Harsha ‘23
Douglas Harsha was studying in Berlin during the
spring 2022 semester when Russia invaded Ukraine.
He and two classmates employed Rapid Response
Collecting collecting practices to quickly gather and
preserve 78 discarded protest posters, signs, and
banners over the course of seven reconnaissance
trips.
Rapid Response Collecting is a term coined by the
Victoria & Albert Museum in London to describe a
proactive curatorial practice. Instead of waiting for
an event or trend to become history, museum staff
actively collect from areas they deem of historic
importance. They often travel to the site of an event
and sort through found items to determine which
may be worthy of preservation.
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Harsha often acted alone, going to a site
late at night in the bitter cold. He recalled
one particularly fruitful scouting expedition
after a crowd of more than one hundred
thousand marched down the Tiergarten to the
Brandenburg Gate. By the time Harsha arrived,
the demonstration was over and the site was
eerily quiet with discarded signs scattered
everywhere. Many were ripped, soaked with
coffee, or jammed into overflowing trashcans.
But there were some remarkable specimens as
well.
The collection of these signs required a certain
moxie. Harsha mainly collected on deserted
streets, with little light other than that from
headlights of passing cars. As a young man out
on the street alone, he knew he could appear
suspicious to passersby; he had to move fast.
Harsha would make a quick decision, fold a
poster as carefully as he could, slip it into his bag,
and move on.
He sometimes had a nagging sense that he could
be risking trouble for himself. Aware that his
German was rudimentary, Harsha rehearsed
how he would explain that he was picking

up discarded protest signs to build a special
collection for his alma mater. Fortunately, he
was questioned just once, and in that instance
he was saved by the arrival of his train.
Exploiting his computer savvy, Harsha has taken
his collecting effort a step further. Using photo
documentation, he has geolocated and mapped
the exact locations of the items he found.
Harsha has observed that geomapping provides
a level of granularity not previously seen in
protest analysis. He hopes his undertaking will
serve as a useful case study of the contemporary
anti-war movement, demonstrating how the
preservation of these items by Rapid Response
Collecting allows historians to map, analyze, and
track the nature and evolution of protests like
those he witnessed in Berlin.
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Donor Puts Gettysburg on the Map
Historian and documentary editor Daun van Ee recently donated more than 250 maps to the library,
establishing the Patricia Molen van Ee Map Collection at Gettysburg College. It was assembled by van
Ee’s late spouse, a specialist in maps at the Library of Congress. The collection, which Patricia van
Ee assembled over the course of many years, is comprised early American sheet maps. It provides a
wide-ranging cartographic account of pre-1860 American history, with a particular focus on Westward
expansion.
The oldest map in the collection is Mexico, West Coast, Nova Hispania, Nova Galicia, 1662, by the Dutch
cartographer Blaeu. Van Ee also donated a Map of the English Plantations of North America from Thesaurus
Geographicus, 1695.
Many of the van Ee maps are particularly useful for studying American Revolutionary history and
the geographic history of the Indigenous people of North America. Professor Tim Shannon has already
introduced the students in his senior seminar, Indians of Pennsylvania, to relevant maps in the van Ee
collection, and is looking forward to using other examples in his Colonial America, Revolutionary America
and the Atlantic World courses.
Van Ee’s gift was also remarkable because he provided a generous contribution toward the care of the
collection. His donation has already funded the archival encapsulation of the maps and will support the
digitization of the large format maps in the collection.
Next semester, staff will begin the metadata and in-house digitization phase of the project. Nine of the
smaller maps are already available digitally in our GettDigital Collections. The physical maps are available
for view in the Special Collections Reading Room.
The Patricia Molen van Ee Collection constitutes a marvelous addition to the College’s impressive John W.
H. Stuckenberg and Lawrence P. Taylor map collections, putting Gettysburg, once again, “on the map” as a
go-to place to study American cartography.

Daun van Ee with library intern Emma Wylan
holding a rare edition of A Slightly Cockeyed Map
of that Slightly Cockeyed Community, Hollywood,
John Groth, 1937. This pictorial map includes labeled
roads with buses of tourists, major movie studios,
radio stations, high society clubs, and fashionable
eateries—contrasting the city’s wealth alongside the
poverty of Chinese laborers and migrants selling
fruits and vegetables.
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About the Donor
Daun van Ee spent a quarter century of his professional career as an editor of the Papers of Dwight D.
Eisenhower Project at Johns Hopkins University where he rose to co-editorship of the final volumes,
with Louis Galambos. Once the final volume of the 21-volume set appeared, van Ee shifted to the
Library of Congress, where he worked as a Manuscript Specialist until his retirement.
During his tenure at the Library of Congress van Ee curated several special exhibitions, including one
on Winston Churchill, and brought in major manuscript collections as well, among them the papers
of Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan and Supreme Court Justice John Paul Stevens. In addition, van Ee
curated many important collections of notable Americans. “The Theodore Roosevelt Papers and the
George S. Patton Papers were always fun to work with, in part because neither man had much of a
filter,” said van Ee. “What was going through their heads came flowing
out their pens.”

Dog Map of the World
When library conservator Mary Wootton freed this unusual map
from its packaging, she discovered that it was actually the reverse
side of a dust jacket for the Fireside Book of Dog Stories published
in 1943. A note on the inside cover informs the reader that it is a
“specially printed double jacket that includes pictures of 66 breeds
of dogs and the places of their origin, suitable for framing.”
This anthology is also an interesting piece of wartime
propaganda. “A Message to America’s Dog-Owners” by the Dogs
for Defense group appears on the entire back cover, recruiting
war dogs for service with the Armed Forces.

Continued on page 22
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POINTS OF INTEREST
Beyond Geography
Before delivering the maps, van Ee
created an inventory. He admitted
that he had never looked closely at his
wife’s collection and found creating
the lists was an “enjoyable task, with
the excitement of discovery blended
in.”
His biggest surprise was a famous
map showing the route of the 18491850 Stansbury expedition from Ft.
Leavenworth to Salt Lake City, which
also documented various Native
American tribes.
He also stumbled upon an 1896 map
of the Eastern Hemisphere showing
the profile of “the world’s tallest
mountain,” Mt. Hercules.
Another exciting find was the oversize
Warren Map of the western U.S. [Map
of the Territory of the United States from
the Mississippi to the Pacific Ocean, G.K.
Warren, 1857] because of Gouverneur
Kemble Warren’s connection to
Gettysburg. General Warren (West
Point Class of 1850) was Chief
Engineer of the Army of the Potomac
at the Battle of Gettysburg.
Van Ee observed that many maps
displayed an intricate cartouche
or colorful decorations around the
edges (bottom right). One standout
cartouche, showing a beheading, was
on the Dutch map, Iukatan en Vaste
Kusten van Nieuw Spanje [Mexico,
Yucatan Peninsula, and Caribbean
Islands], Van der Aa, 1706. He also
noted the frequency of the beaver
cartouche in many of the Colonial and
early American maps.
22

Un alligator, un castor, un cerf, une crique, un lagon, une
pente, une rivière, un sentier, une montagne, une vallée…
These and other French vocabulary words for common North
American animals and geographical features came in handy for
Professor Jack Murphy’s Intermediate French class. Students
used many of the French language and French settlement maps
in a creative writing assignment to describe the imaginary travels
of either a pirate or a fur trader. Above is Map of the French
Settlements in North America, Thomas Kitchin, 1747.

Western Hemisphere, by J. Rapkin, 1851 from The Illustrated Atlas, and Modern
History of the World. Surrounding the map are vignettes of scenes
of the Western Hemisphere, including animals and people.

CONSERVATION CORNER
Encapsulation
Special Collections is a teaching
collection. We want our users
to be able to have a hands-on
experience when examining
documents from the past. How
is it possible for us to make
fragile primary materials safely
available for student research
and class visits?
The answer is encapsulation, a
process of placing documents
between sheets of inert archival
film, cut to size, and sealing the
edges. “There are various ways
of sealing edges, but we use
a heat sealer to do this,” said
Mary Wootton, the library’s conservator. “Encapsulation is the ultimate, easily reversible, but highly
protective treatment for fragile historical documents, posters, and maps.”
This semester Wootton and her student assistants, Aiden Stevens ‘23 and Emma Wylam ‘24 have been
encapsulating the newly acquired Patricia Molen van Ee maps in archival polyester. Some maps were
folded and required humidification and flattening before they could be encapsulated.
Aiden and Emma (above) were able to do the humidification in our suction table humidification
chamber. Then they dried the maps flat between wool felts. Once encapsulated the maps are
physically protected and ready for handling.

FROM THE DEAN (continued from page 2)
magnificent collection, creating the Patricia Molen
van Ee Map Collection at Gettysburg College.
College senior Doug Harsha found himself in the
middle of anti-Russia protest demonstrations in
Berlin when studying abroad last semester. He
scoured the ground when the protesters dispersed
and had the brilliant idea of collecting the posters
and bringing them home – creating a one-of-a-kind
primary source collection for the library.
Even after her passing, Mary Margaret Stewart’s
thoughtfulness and foresight are evident in the

gift of her artwork, willed to the library and
Schmucker Art Gallery. Susan ’77 and Joseph
Biernat ’75 established a fund to make it possible
to restore our fragile and rare George Leo
Frankenstein battlefield oil paintings from 1866.
Many of you have supported the library through
your gifts to Friends of Musselman Library or one
of our many named funds. Thank you to all. As we
near the end of a challenging year in the library,
we are ever mindful of and grateful for our many
library friends and supporters. Thank you.
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